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TOOLBOXTALK
AERIAL LIFT

Aerial lifts have replaced ladders and scaffolding on many 

job sites. Many workers are injured or killed on aerial lifts 

every year.

BEFORE OPERATING AN AERIAL LIFT 

trained personnel should operate aerial lifts. Operators 

should be trained on the model of the aerial lift they  

will be using.

 

◦ Other equipment or workers

◦ Overhead power lines

◦ Pedestrians and vehicles

equipment must be a full body harness with appropriate 

must only be used as part of a fall restraint system.

 

to come in contact with a lower surface.

 

work basket.

OPERATING AN AERIAL LIFT 
DO 

maneuvering it near other structures.

body between the lift and solid objects.

basket.

over reaching the handrails.

tip over as it is moved or raised.

the breaks are set before elevating.

recommendations. This is especially important  

regarding wind speeds.

DON’T 

 ◦  Many lifts are rated ONLY for two (2) employees  

WIND RESTRICTIONS 
25 MPH – Swingstages
30 MPH – Manlifts
35 MPH – Lift Platforms
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TOOLBOXTALK: AERIAL LIFT

◦  Do not exceed the lift load rating by pulling up  

weighted lines.

equipment—it could move at any time.

 

(unless designed to do so by the manufacturer).

 

of the basket.

point only.

 

are defective until it is repaired by a qualified person. 

Remove defective aerial lifts from service (tag out)  

until repairs are made.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1)

a) True

b)

2)

a) True

b)

3) 

a)

b) Attachments added to basket

c) Getting basket caught on an obstruction

d) All of the above

4) 

a) True

b)


